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The World of Organic Agriculture 2018
www.organic-world.net

• The 19th edition of ‚The 
World of Organic Agriculture‘, 
was published by FiBL and 
IFOAM – Organics 
International in February 2018.

• Data tables

• Country and continent 
reports

• Markets, standards, policy 
support

• www.organic-world.net

• statistics.fibl.org
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Key data/indicators related to area and producers 2016

• 178 countries have data on organic  agriculture. 

• 57.8 million hectares of agricultural land are organic (including conversion 
areas).  

• 7.5 million hectares (or 15 %)  more than in 2015

• 1.2 percent of the agricultural land is organic

• 15 countries have 10 percent or more organic agricultural land

• 2.7 million producers were reported

• More than 80 million euros of organic retail sales

• The United State has the largest organic market with 38.9 billion euros

• Switzerland has the hieghst per capita consumption in the world, 274 euros

• Denmark has the hieghts organic share of the total market, 9.7%

• Ireland experienced the largest growth of its organic market, 21.8%
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World: Growth of the organic farmland and organic share 
1999-2016
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Development of organic retail sales worldwide and in the 
European Union 1999-2017
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World: Distribution of organic retail sales 2016
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The largest markets for organic food in Europe 2017
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The largest per capita consumption of organic food in 
Europe 2017
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World: Use of organic agricultural land 2016 
(total: 57.8 million hectares)
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Development of land use types in organic agriculture 
2004-2016
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Development of organic arable and permanent crops/crop 
groups 2004-2016
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Organic vegetables worldwide 2016

• More than 437’000 hectares of organic vegetables, representing 0.7% of the total 
vegetables area worldwide. 

• Four most important vegetable-growing countries in the world: China, India, 
Nigeria, and Viet Nam; data on the organic area was only available for China and 
Viet Nam. 

• Highest organic shares: Denmark, Austria, Canada, Switzerland, and Mexico. 

• These are also the countries in Europe that have the largest organic market shares 
for organic food. 

• Sweden and Bulgaria reported high organic shares of the total vegetable area.

• The major increase in 2016 is mainly due to a substantial increase of the vegetable 
area in Mexico.
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Organic vegetables: Growth of the organically managed 
land 2004-2016
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Organic vegetable area by vegetable group and by 
region 2016
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Organic vegetable area: The ten leading countries 2016
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Organic vegetable and fruits sales: The leading 
countries 2016
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Organic market share of total retail sales 2016
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Denmark: Organic imports and retail sales by product, 
2016
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Denmark: Organic exports and imports

0

500

1.000

1.500

2.000

2.500

3.000

3.500

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2018

In
 m

ill
io

n
 D

an
is

h
 C

ro
w

n
s

Denmark: Organic exports -imports 2003-2016
Source: Statistics Denmark

Exports
Imports



www.fibl.org

Germany: Organic retail sales by product, 2016
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Challenges and outlook

• The positive trend continues and we see a growth of the organic 
market throughout Europe.

• Unfortunately, theres not enough data available to draw a whole 
picture for Europe on a product level.

• More access to data and more data collection efforts would 
increase market transparency and create more opportunities.

• Organic fruits and vegetables have a high share in many European 
countries. However, other products show greater organic shares.
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Resources

• «The World of Organic Agriculture» at www.organic-
world.net

• Slides and infographics at www.organic-world.net

• Twitter.com/fiblstatistics

• Interactive maps at www.organic-world.net

• Interactive data tables at www.statistics.fibl.org

• Interactive map at www.ifoam-eu.org
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Presentations at www.organic-world.net
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Statistics.FiBL.org
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